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Provide  Water  For  Everything 
From  Livestocic  To  Recreation 


Tenn-W.  1 


Farm  ponds  are  one  of  the  most  popular  conserva- 
tion practices  in  rural  America.  More  than  1,200,000 
ponds  now  dot  the  countryside  and  interest  in  them  is 
not  diminishing.  Presently  farmers  and  ranchers  are 
asking  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  for  technical  help 
in  building  ponds  at  the  rate  of  53,000  a  year  as  a  part 
of  their  conservation  plans. 

Ponds  are  an  important  source  of  water  for  livestock, 
recreation,  fi  sh  and  wi  I dl if e,  irrigation,  fire  prevention, 
and  orchard  spraying.  In  addition  to  their  practical  ap- 
plications, they  add  a  touch  of  beauty  to  the  farmstead 
and  country  side  and  often  serve  as  aquatic  study  areas 
for  youths  and  adults. 

Today' s  farm  ponds  are  usual  ly  designed  for  more  than 
one  use.  They  may  be  built  primarily  to  provide  a  de- 
pendable source  of  water  for  livestock,  but  in  addition, 
they  can  also  be  stocked  with  fish  and  developed  as  a 
source  of  enjoyment  and  recreation  for  the  farm  family 
and  friends. 


Many  farmers  have  developed  their  pond  sites  as  an 
additional  source  of  revenue  and  collect  a  fee  for  fish- 
ing, swimming,  camping,  picnicking,  boating,  or  hunt- 
ing. 

Many  farms  and  ranches  have  suitable  sites,  but 
skilled  technical  help  is  essential  in  building  a  suc- 
cessful pond.  Fortunately  such  help  is  available  in 
most  areas  of  the  country.  Farmers  and  ranchers  in  soil 
conservation  di stricts  can  obtain  help  from  the  SCS  on 
pond  site  selection,  design,  construction,  use,  manage- 
ment, and  recreational  development. 

In  most  States  the  Agricultural  Conservation  Program 
wi  II  cost  share  on  the  construction  of  the  pond  provided 
it  meets  certain  limitations  of  use  and  design.  State 
fish  and  game  divisions  and  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service  will  often  aid  in  stocking  the  ponds  with  the 
desirable  species  of  fish. 
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Magazines  and  newspapers  may  obtain  glossy  prints  of  any  of  these  photographs  in  any  size  up  to  8  x  10  from  the 
Photography  Division,  Office  of  Information,  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D.C.  Others  may  pur- 
chase prints  in  any  size  from  the  same  address.  Prints  in  8  x  10  size  are  $1.15  each. 


This  one-acre  farm  pond  in  Missouri  provides  livestock 
water,  recreationa I  opportunities  and  gully  control.  The 
pond,  stocked  with  bluegills  and  bass,  is  a  source  of 
enjoyment  to  the  owners  and  their  friends.         Mo. 1953 


Between  these  two  West  Virginia  ponds  are  six  minnow 
spawning  pools.  The  ponds  are  used  for  recreation  and 
commercial  production  of  minnows,  which  are  sold  for 


bait. 
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This  farmer  uses  water  from  his  three  ponds  to  irrigate 
his  fields.  With  a  total  of  4/6  acres  of  water,  he  has  an 
ample  supply  even  during  long  droughts.  Va-W66 


This  former  uses  woter  from  his  three  ponds  to  irrigoto 
his  fields.  With  a  total  of  4H  ocres  of  water,  he  has  an 
omple  supply  oven  during  long  droughts.  Va.W66 


Although  fire  damage  on  this  Delo 

sideroble,  firemen  credited  the  water  supply  from  the 
farmpond  forsovingoll  but  the  barn.  The  pond  wasbuili 
two  years  before  ol  o  cost  of  $850.  79804 


Age  is  no  factor  when  it  comes  to  fishing.  Ponds  have 
moved  the  "ole  fishin'"  hole  closer  to  home  in  many 
areas.  Many  people  willingly  pay  for  the  privilege  to  fish 
in  private  ponds.  Tenn-D3-7 


A  New  Jersey  farmer  developed  nis  pond  for  swimming 
andboatingand  sells  membershi  ps  to  fami  I  ies  on  a  year  I  y 
basis.  Income  from  the  pond  is  in  addition  to  his  regular 
farming  operation.  NJ-40460 


Ponds  are  not  limited  to  summer  fun.  Here  a  group  of 
Massachusetts  children  take  to  the  ice.  Mass-198 


